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the Golymin road. The plateau and ridge form a natural
screen, hiding from the forest on their west and south, the
town and all the lower portions of the Golymin road. In
front of a person coming from Pultusk there appears, from
the ridge of this screen, a shallow depression, bounded on its
farther side by the forest, to which the ground again slightly
rises, and covered in places, especially opposite the Mosin
heights, by outlying thickets and woods.

The position chosen by Bennigsen for his main line of
battle practically coincided with the line of the Golymin
road, from Pultusk to the point where it enters the wood on
the Mosin heights.

On this line, the left resting on the town and the right on
the Mosin wood, he drew up his main body in. three lines.
In first line he placed 21 battalions of the 2nd and 3rd
divisions. Behind these, at about 300 paces' interval, stood,
in second line, 18 battalions, and behind them again, in third
line, towards the left, were 5 battalions of the 5th and 6th
divisions. The artillery of the main body was disposed in
advantageous positions along the front of the first line.

On the right, Barclay de Tolly was thrown forward into
the south-western half of the great wood. With three jager
regiments he held the edge of the wood, whilst two battalions
of another regiment stood in reserve in the wood on the
Golymin road, thus forming a continuation through it of the
first main line. The third battalion supported a battery-
placed outside the wood, astride of the road, commanding the
approach from Golymin. In the space between the wood
and Mosin was a regiment of Polish cavalry. There were
more guns, masked by a hedge, facing the Nasielsk road.

The Eussian general had a similar advanced position on
his left wing, designed to cover the Narew bridge. Here
Bagavout stood, beyond the deep ravine, with 10 battalions,
2 squadrons of dragoons, 600 cossacks, and one battery.
His cavalry was pushed forward along the Warsaw road.
These troops were aU drawn from the 6th division. The